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IFAS 2018 presents innovations and trends in the healthcare market 
 
At IFAS 2018, the trade fair for the healthcare market, more than 330 exhibitors will be showcasing 
some of the industry’s latest developments, from a wireless touchscreen ECG machine through to 
smart data collection and tennis elbow supports. CareFair, the integrated careers fair, will give 
employers a platform to present vacancies, the “Hospitality in healthcare” special exhibition will 
broach the issue of people’s increasingly individual needs in old age and the IFAS Forum will 
address topics such as “practical information” and the “reliability of treatment with 
physiotherapy”. The qualifying round of the IFAS Innovation Challenge is complete: 15 start-ups 
will have the chance to unveil their ideas at the trade fair, with the award ceremony taking place 
on 25 October 2018.  
 
Numerous companies from Switzerland and abroad will be dealing with a broad range of topics at 
IFAS 2018 and providing a unique overview of industry trends. “We will be occupying all seven halls 
at Messe Zürich,” explains Show Director Heinz Salzgeber. “This once again proves how important 
IFAS is for the healthcare market.” Visitors can discover innovations from diagnostics, organisation 
and facility management, medical technology, information technology, nursing, rehabilitation, 
physiotherapy, fitness and training, the hotel industry and consumer goods. The trend towards 
digitalisation is clear to see at the trade fair. As Salzgeber explains, “the IT sector is being represented 
by more than 80 businesses, which requires the whole of hall 7 and additional exhibition space in hall 
6”. Just as well represented are the fields of physiotherapy, rehabilitation, fitness and training in hall 
2. The companies will be showcasing a smart muscle regeneration system, the perfect equipment for 
physiotherapy practices, innovative solutions to strengthen the back, the latest generation of 
treatment beds and coordination training devices, for example. 
 
Transferring knowledge and networking 
With the slogan “going into the future safely and securely”, the IFAS Forum will be highlighting 
aspects of a successful and safe healthcare system – from the new EU regulations on medical devices 
(MDR) and in vitro diagnostics (IVDR), which present major challenges for the medical technology 
industry, and quality of life in old age through to data security. Physioswiss, the Swiss Physiotherapy 
Association, is attending the trade fair and the IFAS Forum for the first time, addressing the issue of 
the “reliability of treatment with physiotherapy”. The speakers will be talking about new roles in 
physiotherapy in acute-care hospitals, preventing falls and direct routes to specialists in the 
musculoskeletal system. “The top-class IFAS Forum programme shares current expertise and offers 
an opportunity for networking,” says Salzgeber. A detailed Forum programme will be available at 
www.ifas-messe.ch from mid-September. 
 
Who will win the IFAS Innovation Challenge? 
The tension is rising in the brand-new “IFAS Innovation Challenge” competition. From more than 60 
start-ups that took part, 15 have made it through to the final and to IFAS, where they will be 
presenting their innovations in hall 4. The original intention was to select 10 finalists but 15 start-ups 
have managed to impress the panel. Visitors can get excited about the projects being unveiled and 

http://www.ifas-messe.ch/
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look forward to the award ceremony which will be talking place from 3 p.m. on 25 October 2018 in 
hall 4.  
 
New solutions for hospitality in healthcare are also in demand as patients’ needs when it comes to 
residents of homes, rehabilitation clinics and hospitals are becoming more individual. Nine exhibitors 
will be displaying their innovations on comfort, care and safety at the “Hospitality in healthcare” 
special exhibition.  
 
Job seekers meet potential employers 
Finding qualified staff is no easy feat for service providers in the healthcare sector. At the integrated 
careers fair entitled “CareFair”, employers can informally get to know job seekers and vice versa. 
Leading companies from the industry like University Hospital Zurich, Kantonsspital St. Gallen and 
med-jobs, the online platform for doctors and nursing staff, will be among the exhibitors. 
 
IFAS will begin on the morning of Tuesday, 23 October 2018 with an opening event on the topic of 
“safety and security in healthcare”. This hot topic will be dealt with in depth as part of the guest talk 
and in the panel discussion.   
 

 
 
IFAS will once again occupy all seven halls of Messe Zürich this year from 23 to 26 October. 
 
 
Visitor information 

IFAS will be held at Messe Zürich from 23 to 26 October 2018. The opening hours will be from 9 a.m. 

to 5 p.m. Free tickets, information on how to get there, hall plans, a list of exhibitors and further 

information are available on the website. 

www.ifas-messe.ch 
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For more information and images, please contact: 
Lea Maurer Heinz Salzgeber  
Head of Communications IFAS Show Director  
Exhibit & More Ltd. Exhibit & More Ltd.  
Telephone: +41 (0)44 806 33 45 Telephone: +41 (0)44 806 33 37  
E-mail: lea.maurer@exhibit.ch E-mail: heinz.salzgeber@exhibit.ch  
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